Osler Mennonite Church

A Welcoming Community for Peace
Following Jesus on the Path of Reconciliation

10:00 a.m. Worship Service December 19, 2021
Fourth Sunday of Advent
“Dare to Imagine God’s Face”
Prelude

Welcome, Announcements

Focus statement: What amazing love is this that the Godhead comes down to us in the little clan of a little
people and takes on a human face? With Mary, we rejoice in God, our Saviour, by actively participating in
God’s leveling mercy.

Call to Worship: Rachel Clark

Advent Candle Litany: Benjamin Clark
Candle lighters — Eli Schellenberg, Oren Bird & Dylan Martens

L: We light a candle of love, and imagine

P: the lowly lifted, fear met with love.

L: We light the candle and pray for God’s face to shine on us, to save us, restore us.
P: Imagine that, we are God’s wonders, blessed wonders.

Prayer of Confession & Assurance

L: We notice, O God, that when you feed people, everyone has enough.

P: We notice that in our world, when we feed people, some have more < than enough, and many people are
still hungry.

L: Teach us to love.

P: We notice, O God, that in your social, economic, racial, and gender ~ orders, no one is greater, and no one
is left behind.

L: We notice that in our world there are many ladders, and many are climbing.

P: Reorientate us to your vision of equality.

L: God of mercy lower us, raise us, empty us, and fill us. Like an empty  manger, we want to be ready to
receive Emmanuel.

All: Our souls magnify our God; our spirits rejoice in Christ our Savior. God has looked with favor on our
lowliness. The Mighty One has done great things for us, and holy is God’s name.

Hymn: VT #250 “The First Noel”



TELLING GOD’S STORY: Birth of Jesus

esus - D Bm Fém D G
; . . ; D A
LI el ! A n e I D . . 7 —~ ~
; id 3
950 The First Noel, the Ang 3
E FIRST NOEL lrreg!
2 e B0 e PG D n i £ =
— — il [3 Koo el, No S== el No - e, No - el
E = = ol R
7 i 7 ls : Ll 1k 1 = |
3 a 11 = il e —— | 1
x the an-gel did say W?S 1_:0 cer-tain : s 1 1= i |
1 The first Ng 1;211) and  saw a star shin-ing jn O l
2 They look - El e light of that same star th/ree Wise il D| A7 D
2 "{A‘tn\id s}gr drew nigh to the north - t\ﬁ:t’ ‘f) ‘ir Beth . = i t T 1]
S : = i I =i
5 Then en - tered in those wise mei . u/l =3 Y = \'?nh i f = o 1 g:ﬂ
Is - ra - el

There Were Angels Hovering Round 251

ANGELS HOVERING ROUND Irregular

- f

shep-herdsin fields as they lay—in fields where they lay keep-ing G. : C| G
east, be-yond them far, and to the earth it gave 1 -
came fromcoun - try far. To seek for a king was their 9 2 s g - =

hem it took its rest, and there it did both stop e =
ly up - on the knee,and  of - fered there in  his 1 There were an - gels hov’-ring round, there were an - gels hov’-ring
- P s e
= s p o =
2}?53 i' ;IF.’T.’{ L2 e
=== f i:' ,rl —=EE |. f i" 1
o G EmaD——{G =€ a4 g
. ===
G D G, gD AZ/E B DSNG VA7/E D), A7 D v e W — p
— = | = "@\ ) ) 3 2 5 7 %
7 S : - gels hov’ - 1ing round!
their sheep, on_ a cold wi i & eep- e
great light, and e win-ter’s night  that was s0 % CeHt J

it~ con - tin-ued both day and night

;d ;::t' a_.ng to*fol-low sthe’ Sthr ywhar = evieariilE went
pres - enc}é, lt-}lii: oold- versithe® place  whore Je - sus (1:‘);'&
o ~ : e \and mymh  and® frankc?®- SR 2 Th, | shepherds on their knees, (x2)
; e e th ey“-sing in harmony, (x2) e she pherds, shepherds on their knees.
= £ e p |7 BTSN SV i e S LA the|shep

Offertory: Christmas Giving Project — Refugee Committee

Musical Meditation:
Lanae Martens-Funk, Nora Bergen-Braun & Zoe Schellenberg

Sharing Joys and Concerns/Prayer of the Church
-students and family returning home for the holidays
-condolences to Dayna’s family at the passing of both of her grandmas
-Helen Peters (Warman Care Home) sends Christmas greetings

Hymn: VT #216 “Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming”
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Scripture: Luke 1:39-55 The Message

Benjamin Penner & Mikwanis Bird

Mary didn’t waste a minute. She got up and traveled to a town in Judah in the hill country, straight to
Zachariah’s house, and greeted Elizabeth. When Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting, the baby in her womb leaped.
She was filled with the Holy Spirit, and sang out exuberantly,

You’re so blessed among women, and the babe in your womb, also blessed! And why am | so blessed that the
mother of my God visits me? The moment the sound of your greeting entered my ears, the babe in my womb
skipped like a lamb for sheer joy.

Blessed woman, who believed what God said, believed every word would come true!

And Mary said, I’m bursting with God-news; I’m dancing the song of my Savior God. God took one good look
at me, and look what happened—I’m the most fortunate woman on earth! What God has done for me will never
be forgotten, the God whose very name is holy, set apart from all others. God’s mercy flows in wave after wave
on those who are in awe before them. God bared their arm and showed their strength, scattered the bluffing
braggarts. God knocked tyrants off their high horses, pulled victims out of the mud. The starving poor sat down
to a banquet; the callous rich were left out in the cold. God embraced their chosen child, Israel; God
remembered and piled on the mercies, piled them high. It’s exactly what God promised, beginning with Sarah &
Abraham and right up to now.

Response to the Scripture:

Leader: For the Word of God in Scripture,
For the Word of God among us,
For the Word of God within us,

People: Thanks be to God!

Hymn: VT #247 “Hark! The Herald Angels Sing”
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Kids Program: “That’s How the Story Goes”
Scene 1: The Campfire
Children’s Choir: Sometimes You’ll See Angels
Scene 2: Visiting Mary
Scene 3: Visiting Joseph
VT#255 Love Came Down at Christmas




1 Love came doWn”"'at
2 Wor - Shlp we th )
3 Love shall be

Iy

l I N iam l ).:

orq ¢ —
. Symbols represent a simplified harmony.

Ch 4
1 (‘;’:hna G. Rossetti (England), Time Flies: A Beadmg D‘a[y- 1885; rev. in Hymns for Todi;ys Chchh _19&
Wi, - UP [admin. Hope Pushlichina Cn) . i S s = DR

Scene 4: Visiting the Shepherds
Children’s Choir: That’s How the Story Goes
Scene 5: Just One More Song




Children’s Choir: Evening Prayer
Scene 6: Merry Christmas!
VT#240 Joy to the World (v.1)
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Friedensfurst

Benediction: (a Celtic prayer) — Braden Martens-Funk

May the Christ who walks on wounded feet walk with you on the road.

May the Christ who serves with wounded hands stretch out your hands to serve. May the Christ who loves with
a wounded heart open up your heart to love. May you see the face of Christ in everyone you meet and may
everyone you meet see the face of Christ in you. Amen.

Cast of “That’s How the Story Goes”

Gabriel — Bree

Raphel — Anna

Merriel — Olivia

Jehudiel — Emmett

Young Angels — Jeremiah, Morrison, Walter and Norman

TODAY’S WORSHIP

Children’s Christmas Program

Worship Leaders: Nora Pederberg and Youth

Song Leaders: Kathryn, Michelle Accompanist: Lynette
Sound: James/Keri Usher: Anna

Patty’s Week: Tues. vacation; Weds. office, Christmas Eve/Epiphany prep; Fri. Service; Sun-Sat. Vacation,
available on cell for emergencies.

Nora’s Week: Vacation Dec 20 — Jan 3.

Sunday School Giving Project this Advent season - we encourage everyone to contribute cash to help out the
Al Nouri family. There is a Giving Jar set up in the foray.

OMC CALENDAR
Dec 19 10:00 am Fourth Sunday of Advent - Children’s Program
Dec 24 7:00 pm Christmas Eve Candlelight Service — In-person
Dec 26 No Sunday Service
Dec 30 2:00 pm Ernie Hildebrand Book Reading Buffet Room
Jan 2 10:00 am Epiphany Sunday — Communion
Jan 7 6:30 pm OMC Youth Night
Jan 9 10:00 am Patty Friesen — Voices Together Birthday
Jan 9  Sunday School Resumes

NO SUNDAY WORSHIP on December 26
FIRST SUNDAY OF 2022 Communion

Speaker: Patty Friesen Worship Leader: George Janzen
Song Leaders: Ben, Kathryn Accompanist: Melanie
Children’s Time Wilf Sound: Doug Usher: Harold

TODAY - Jake's Bible class in Room 7

ANNOUNCEMENTS
*Church office will be closed Dec 23 — Jan 2 for Christmas celebrations

*FY1 — the Dec 24 Candle lighting celebration will be adapted for COVID — we will be using battery operated
candles.

*We are glad the church is including Lina and her family in their Christmas giving. While our two churches
have raised all essential monies required by our sponsorship agreement, we would like to use the Christmas



giving project money to purchase some holiday gifts for the family, to defray some additional medical expenses,
and to cover any other unanticipated costs that may occur. The Lina Sponsorship Committee.

*QOsler School invites you to experience the "Wonder" of Christmas as seen through the eyes of Osler School
with this link to our Christmas Program! Merry Christmas and a very Happy New Year from the staff and
students at Osler School! https://youtu.be/RsQGVw3tEQS

IMPORTANT REMINDER - last person out of the building is responsible to make sure all lights are off
AND the outside door is locked. It has been unlocked a few times in the last months!!!

Dec 30, Thursday, 2:00pm Ernie Hildebrand (pastor at OMC 1974-79) has written his memoirs “guiding
Diverse flocks” Tales of a Rural Mennonite Pastor. You are invited to an “Author reading and Book Signing”
event. Books will be for sale at $20.

Reminder to all Committee Chairs that the annual reports are due January 5. Please submit via email to Karl,
karlwmartens@gmail.com

Thurs. Jan. 6, 2:00 p.m. OMC Ukrainian Christmas/Epiphany celebration at Bethany Manor with OMC
Deacons. Meet in the Manor Multi-purpose Room for a masked safe distance conversation of Ukrainian
Christmas traditions adopted by Mennonites. There will be a treat to take home. (All OMCers included - please
let Patty know if coming.)

Voices Together Sunday School Class in Meditation Room 3, Sunday, Jan. 9, 16, 23, 30. Bring a hymnal to
dig into more rich layers of the new hymnal.

Friendship Inn Sign-Up on the bulletin board for the Third Saturday every other month 11:00 — 1:30.

Student Bursary: If you are interested in applying for a bursary please complete the request form available
from the Church Office and leave it in Doug McKinnell’s mail box.

Forever in Motion for Adults 50+ held in the Osler Community Hall on Mondays & Thursdays from 10:00am
—11:00am. Free. Check out the poster on the bulletin board.

*A Very Shekinah Christmas will happen online, starting on December 23, 2021. While you are waiting, we
are bringing back last year's Shekinah 12 Days of Christmas (because it’s environmentally friendly to reuse) as
well as updates on 2021 and a look ahead to 2022. Head over to: https://shekinah.ca/events/2021/a-very-
shekinah-christmas-2021 to watch things unfold.

RJC Tournament of Memories (Basketball & Hockey), January 7 & 8, 2022 - Alumni & friends of RJC are
invited to our annual basketball & hockey tournament. Basketball will take place on Friday, January 7 and
Saturday, January 8. Those interested in basketball should register by Dec. 28 by email to Denelda Fast
(deneldafast@hotmail.com). Hockey will take place only on Saturday, January 8. Those interested in hockey
are encouraged to contact Paul Ayres (paul.ayres@hotmail.com). Questions for the school can be directed to
(306) 232-4222.

RJC Open House & Friday Night Live - January 21, 2022 - Prospective students and families are invited to
the RJC campus for a look into life as a student at RJC. There will be campus tours and RJC's annual Friday
Night Live student coffee-house. Register by email to admissions@rjc.sk.ca or call (306) 232-4222.

*Bethany Manor has 1 Bedroom Rentals available for immediate occupancy. Call Janina @ 306-242-9019 or
email janina@b55.ca

MCC Connects: MCC is seeking young adult participants for its SALT program. Serving and Learning
Together (SALT) is a year-long, cross-cultural service experience. Through SALT, Christian young adults from
Canada and the U.S. serve internationally in a variety of positions in fields such as education, agriculture,
healthcare, information technology, peace and more! Learn more: https://mcccanada.ca/get-
involved/serve/volunteer/salt.
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*MDS is responding to flooding in British Columbia and is looking for volunteers (all must be fully vaccinated)
in January for cleanup. Contact Kelsey Friesen at kfriesen@mds.org or call 866-261-1274.

They are presently investigating the damage from a string of deadly tornadoes in the Midwest USA and will
determine their responses

MC Sask

*MC Sask Council is pleased to announce the hiring of Josh Wallace as Interim Executive Minister for
Mennonite Church Saskatchewan. Josh has served MC Sask as Church Engagement Minister since 2020,
providing leadership and wisdom in the areas of visioning and mission, and Council is grateful for his
willingness to increase his role during this time of transition. Josh will begin his .6 FTE position on January 1,
2022, allowing for overlap time with outgoing Executive Minister Ryan Siemens, who concludes his work with
MC Sask on Jan. 31, 2022. The interim position is for up to 6 months, pending the search for a new Executive
Minister.

For the Executive Minister job description and additional details visit www.mcsask.ca or contact Andrea Enns-
Gooding at searchcommittee@mcsask.ca.

*Click to watch the MC Sask 2021 Christmas Video or share this link: https://youtu.be/l_GT75AUzBw

Get you coffee sample pack before they’re gone! Get your Level Ground sample pack containing 4 - 75¢
packages of ground coffee; 1 each of Peru, Tanzania, Colombia and Decaf for only $15.

These are available at the office gift wrapped for immediate pick up!

Order yours today at https://mcsask.ca/coffee or call the office at 306-249-4844 ext 3.

Advent Banner created by Lois Siemens

Dare to Imagine - This year's paper banner uses layered text, images created and found and an abundance of
green to try to depict the theme. A Masters level project revealed that when people have to put a colour to God
the majority chose green. Notice the words. The letters are made up of signs in and around Osler. See if you
recognize them. | wanted to remind us that God was born into a place and time and moved out from there. Our
work is to bring Jesus from the church building into Osler and the world and this takes daring and imagination.

Advent 4: God’s Face is hidden from us but Hebrews says Jesus reflects god’s glory and is the exact
imprint/representation of God’s being. How do you imagine god’s face: Dare to imagine this face looing at you
with the deepest love imaginable. See if you can find the hidden faces of Jesus in this banner.

Advent 5: God’s Robe. This image was created by Donald Jackson and depicts the 7 days of creation. You can
find it on the first page of the Saint John’s Bible. | thought one way God might keep hope alive would be to
surround Godself with images of the harmony and beauty of the new earth. Music comes out of the bottom of
the robe as the morning star — Jesus (Rev 22:16) and the morning stars (Job 3:7) sing together, daring us to join
in the song. | used a dirty “D” as | think God’s Robe would be in among the muck of the world.

Advent 6: God’s Dance. Check out the bottom of the banner for the image of dancing that comes from the
‘zine’ created by Marika Veith in the Advent worship Resources. | forget the joy that permeates God’s call to
us. Grab a hand, let’s dance!

Advent 7: God’s Benediction (blessing) is layered within the banner. Paul Miller, at Alan Kreider’s funeral
said, “to bless is to show and celebrate that God offers fullness of life to all and everything/” God’s blessing
comes silently, from within, from others, or though all seemed lost. You might not see if clearly in the banner,
but God’s blessing support us each Day.

*For more information and details on the banner, feel free to exam it up close and check out the printed
material in the table on the foyer.
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