OSLER MENNONITE CHURCH

SUNDAY WORSHIP SERVICE

DECEMBER 13, 2020

Third Advent

On the road to restoration

Worship Leader: Patty Friesen

Reflections: Alex Thiessen, Benjamin Penner, Micah Guenther
Children’s Time: Jake Buhler

Pianist: Melanie Boldt

Sound: Matthew Stefaniuk

Song Leaders: Loretta Sawatzky, Michelle McKinnell, Alex Tiessen
Ushers: Lloyd Sawatzky, Harold Loewen

Prelude
Welcome, Announcements

Call to worship: (Adapted from Psalm 126:2-60)

Leader: The Lord has done great things for us, and so we rejoice!

People: Our mouths are filled with laughter, and our tongues with shouts of joy.
Leader: Those who sow in tears will reap shouts of joy.

People: Those who go out weeping will come home with shouts of joy.

(Lighting 3 Advent Candles)

All: The Lord has done great things for us—we rejoice!

Hymn: Blue/HWB #189  “To us a Child of hope is born”



PROCLAIMING: Jesus’ Birth

189 To us a Child of hope is born
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Children's Advent Gathering Song: Gloria #204 HWB
Children's Time: Jake Buhler

Offering Prayer and Offertory
Sharing Joys and Concerns/Prayer of the Church

Hymn: Blue/HWB #190 “‘Twas in the moon of wintertime”



PROCLAIMING: Jesus’ Birth

'"Twas in the moon of wintertime 190
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*Translation: The mighty Lord of all the world

Text:  St. Jean de Brebeuf, Estennial de tsonue Jesus ak
Translation copyright © Frederick Harris A
Music: French melody



Gospel Reading: John 1:6-8, 19-24 (The Inclusive Bible)

Then came one named John, sent as an envoy from God, 7 who came as a witness to testify
about the Light, so that through his testimony everyone might believe. 8 He himself wasn’t the
Light; he only came to testify about the Light—the 9 true Light that illumines all humankind.
Now the Temple authorities sent emissaries from Jerusalem—priests and Levites—to talk to
John. “Who are you?” they asked.

This is John’s testimony: 20 he didn’t refuse to answer, but freely admitted, “I am not the
Messiah.” 21 “Who are you, then?” they asked. “Elijah?” “No, I am not,” he answered. “Are
you the Prophet?” “No,” he replied. 22 Finally they said to him, “Who are you? Give us an
answer to take back to those who sent us. What do you have to say for yourself?” 23 John said,
“1am, as Isaiah prophesied, the voice of someone crying out in the wilderness, ‘Make straight
our God ’s road!” ” 24 The emissaries were members of the Pharisee sect. 25 They questioned
him further: “If you’re not the Messiah or Elijah or the Prophet, then why are you baptizing
people?” 26 John said, “I baptize with water because among you stands someone whom you
don’t recognize— 27 the One who is to come after me—the strap of whose sandal 1 am not
worthy even to untie.” 28 This occurred in Bethany, across the Jordan River, where John was
baptizing.

Response to the Scripture:

Leader: For the Word of God in Scripture,
For the Word of God among us,
For the Word of God within us,

People: Thanks be to God!

Hymn: Blue/HWB #178  “Come thou long expected Jesus”



178 Come, thou long-expected Jesus
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Reflection on scripture: Alex Tiessen, Benjamin Penner, Micah Guenther

Hymn: Blue/HWB #208 “Love came down Christmas”

PROCLAIMING: Jesus’ Birth

Love came down at Christmas 208
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Benediction: People of God, people on the road: May the God of peace sanctify you

entirely; and may your spirit and soul and body be kept sound and blameless at the coming of our
Lord Jesus Christ. The one who calls you is faithful and will do this. The grace of our Lord Jesus
Christ be with you. Go in peace.



