
Osler Mennonite Church 
A Welcoming Community for Peace 

Following Jesus on the Path of Reconciliation 

 

 

 

10:00 a.m. Worship Service                                                                       July 18, 2021 

“God’s Work of Art: Ephesians 1-3” 
 

Prelude 
 

Welcome/Announcements 
 

Call to Worship (from VT #854) 

Leader: Some of us are exhausted. 

People: We come to rest. 

Leader: Some of us are curious about Jesus. 

People We come to learn. 

Leader: Some of us are hungry. 

People: We come to be fed. 

Leader: Some of us are disoriented. 

People: We come to pray. 

Leader: Some of us are broken. 

People: We come to be healed. 

Leader: We gather around you today, O Christ. 

People: Teach us, feed us, hear us, heal us. 

All: Grant us your peace. Amen. 

 

Prayer of Invocation  
 

Hymn: VT #1  “Summoned by the God Who Made Us” 



 

 



Old Testament Reading: Isaiah 42:1-9 

“Here is my Servant, whom I uphold my chosen one, in whom I delight! I have endowed you with my Spirit 

that you may bring true justice to the nations. You do not cry out or raise your voice, or make yourself heard in 

the street. So gentle that you do not break a bruised reed, or quench a wavering flame, faithfully you will bring 

forth true justice. You will neither waver nor be crushed until justice is established on earth, for the islands 

await your teaching! Thus says Yhwh, who created the heavens and spread them out, who gave shape to the 

earth and what it produces, who gave life to its peoples and spirit to its inhabitants: I, Yhwh, have called you to 

serve the cause of right; I have taken you by the hand, and I watch over you. I have appointed you to be a 

covenant people, a light to the nations: to open the eyes of the blind, to free captives from prison, and those who 

sit in darkness from the dungeon. I am Yhwh! This is my Name! I will not yield my glory to another god or my 

praise to idols! See how former predictions have come true. And now I declare new things! Before they spring 

forth, I tell them to you. 

 

Children's Gathering Song: VT #510 “Today Earth is Singing” 

Children's Time: Wilf & Ruth Buhler 

Today earth is singing with star up above, 

Our arms wide in welcome for God’s gift of love; 

We greet you, dear children, we’re glad you are here; 

Your newness renews us and heaven comes near. 
 

Offering Prayer/Offertory 

God, you have given us everything we need to share your love, hope and healing with our neighbours here and 

across the world. Help us to give and receive your good gifts so all may know the abundance of your provision. 

Amen.  
 

Sharing Joys and Concerns/Prayer of the Church:  

-Morrison’s broken arm 

-Benjamin & Micah’s driver licenses 

-Helen Peters change in health 

-Nora’s acceptance into Clinical Pastoral Education 
 

Hymn: VT #390 “In Christ There Is No East or West” 



 

Epistle Reading: Ephesians 2:11-22  

Bear in mind that at one time the men among you who were Gentiles physically—called “the Uncircumcised” 

by those who call themselves “the Circumcised,” all because of a minor operation— had no part in Christ and 

were excluded from the community of Israel. You were strangers to the Covenant and its promise; you were 

without hope and without God in the world.  

(from VT #786) 

Now, thanks to Christ Jesus, you who once were so far away have been brought near by the blood of Christ. 

Christ is our peace, the one uniting opposing groups and breaking down the barrier of hatred that 

divides us. 

Christ made the law of the commandments barren so as to create one new person out of the two group, making 

peace. 

Christ reconciled them both as one body to God by the cross, which ended hostility. 



Upon arriving, Christ announced the good news of peace to those who were far away from God and to those 

who were near. 

We both have access to God through Christ by the one Spirit.  
 

This means that you are strangers and aliens no longer. No, you are included in God’s holy people and are 

members of the household of God, which is built on the foundation of the apostles and the prophets, with Christ 

Jesus as the capstone. In Christ the whole building is joined together and rises to become a holy temple in our 

God; in Christ you are being built into this temple, to become a dwelling place of God in the Spirit. 

Response to the Scripture 

Leader: For the Word of God in Scripture,  

              For the Word of God among us,  

               For the Word of God within us,  

People:  Thanks be to God! 
 

Hymn: VT #409 “For We Are Strangers No More” 

 

Sermon: “God’s Work of Art: Recycled Refuse” 
 

Sending Hymn: VT# 416 “Beyond a Dying Sun” 



 

 

Benediction: To God – whose power now at work in us can do immeasurably more than we ask or imagine – to 

God be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus through al generations, world without end! Amen.  
 

TODAY’S WORSHIP TEAM 

Speaker: Patty Friesen Worship Leader: Terri Lynn Friesen 

Song Leaders: Loretta, Kathryn Accompanist: Naomi 

Children’s Time: Wilf & Ruth Buhler  Sound: James/Keri Usher: Bill  
 

Patty’s Week: Tues sermon, Weds - Fri Murray Doell campground at Meadow Lake 
 

Nora’s Week: Working Sun, Mon, Wed, Thur, Fri 
 

This week’s Yard Maintenance – G Boldt & R Neudorf and K Boldt 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

From the Re-opening committee.   
As of July 11, the Saskatchewan government has removed all COVID restrictions. This means that there are no 

regulations requiring masks or physical distancing within the church. We are well aware of the fact that many 

people will welcome the change but not everyone will be comfortable with simply removing all the restrictions. 

With that in mind, we will continue to have the hand sanitizer by the door and masks will remain available for 

those who are more comfortable wearing them. We would ask that for the summer, everyone wear a mask in the 

lobby when entering or exiting the church and keep the act of shaking hands to a minimum. This will 

demonstrate a sensitivity to varying comfort levels of the people within our group. Also, until the end of 



August, the seating on the north side will remain in the physical distanced configuration and the overflow and 

balcony will be open and physically distanced as they are currently. The remainder of the church will have the 

tape and ropes removed and seating will be available anywhere within that area.  The idea is not to divide the 

church but to be lovingly aware that everyone will need their own time to be comfortable and adjust to not 

having any restrictions. The re-opening committee would like to say thank you to everyone who attended in 

person and followed the rules even if you were not totally in favour of them. We appreciate your support for 

some of the difficult decisions we had to make. Have a great summer and, hopefully, all the precautions we 

have taken and the vaccination program will work and this will be the last time we need to deal with this issue.  

 
*Foyer Display – please feel free to add a red dress or an orange shirt to the coat rack in the Foyer – that 

display will be up for the summer.  
  

*Regional Re-Opening Reunions  

July 19, Mon. 7:00 p.m. Jake and Louise's for City Slickers  

Bring chairs and something to drink. 
*If for some reason you are unable to attend the ‘party’ you were invited to, or if you were missed on the invite list, 

please feel free to crash the party.  
 

*Note no service at church next Sunday! The service will be on the yard of Wilf & Ruth Buhler. Bring your own 

seating – rollkucken and watermelon will be served after the service.  
 

*Pandemic Art Display in the OMC Multipurpose Room – Please bring your pandemic projects (with your name) to 

display. Displays will remain up for the summer and may be added to at any time. There will be a basket for washed 

homemade masks to be re-made into a mask quilt. 
  

MC Sask: Mega Menno Camp Day at Shekinah, Sunday, July 25, 3-8:30pm – missing camp and friends?? Join 

us for a day of fun and food and hanging out with people in person at Shekinah! After much time apart, we’re so 

excited to spend some time together in a camp setting, enjoying nature, playing games, and experiencing God’s 

presence. Open to all youth going into grades 6-12 (grads also welcome!). Please RSVP to Kirsten, 

youthminister@mcsask.ca, so we can make sure to have enough food on hand and help coordinate rides if needed. 
 August 1 Forest church at Shekinah 3:00pm. The first Sunday of every month: outdoor worship with 

music, scripture, community, and the opportunity to encounter God in the beauty of creation. All are welcome.   
 

 NEXT SUNDAY’S WORSHIP TEAM: July 25 

Speaker: Nora Pederberg Worship Leader: George Janzen 

Song Leaders: Loretta, Ben Accompanist: Lynette 

Children’s Time: Vanessa S Sound: Doug Usher: Lloyd 
 

OMC CALENDAR 

Aug 1  10:00 am Patty Friesen – Communion (not on Facebook) 

(Outdoor service on the yard of Wilf & Ruth Buhler with rollkuchen and watermelon to follow) 

Aug 8   10:00 am Dave Feick & Katherine Penner (also on Facebook) 

Aug 15  10:00 am Patty Friesen speaking (also on Facebook) 

Aug 22  10:00 am Nora Pederberg speaking (also on Facebook) 

Aug 29  10:00 am Mark Bigland-Pritchard speaking (also on Facebook)  
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Church Office – 306-239-2133                 oslermcoffice@sasktel.net  

oslermcpastor@sasktel.net                       oslermcpastor2@sasktel.net 

website: http://oslermennonitechurch.org 
We gather on Treaty Six Lands, Nehiyaw Territory, and the Homeland of the Métis 
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