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Song Leaders: Michelle McKinnell 

 & Kathryn Janzen  

Pianist: Lynette Janzen  

Sound: Matthew Stefaniuk  

Sermon: Patty Friesen  

Worship Leader: George Janzen

 

Prelude 

 

Matthew 27: 57-61 

 When it was evening, there came a rich man from Arimathea, named Joseph, who also 

was a disciple of Jesus. 58 He went to Pilate and asked for the body of Jesus. Then Pilate 

ordered it to be given to him. 59 And Joseph took the body and wrapped it in a clean 

linen shroud 60 and laid it in his own new tomb, which he had cut in the rock. And he 

rolled a great stone to the entrance of the tomb and went away. 61 Mary Magdalene 

and the other Mary were there, sitting opposite the tomb. 

 

HWB #577 O Love That Will Not Let Me Go 



  



Call to Worship:  

 “Come to me, all you who sit in darkness and in the shadow of death!” 

 On you the light shone! 

 For Jesus Christ is the light of the world and this is the story; 

 The light shines in the darkness and the darkness could not put it out! 

 Jesus said, “I Am the resurrection and the life.” 

 “I Am the bright and morning star.” 

 This morning we join with the angels in their hymns of praise; 

Glory to God in the highest and on earth peace, Alleluia!  

Christ is risen! He is risen indeed! 

 

Invocation 

 

HWB #280 Christ the Lord is risen today 



 



 

Children’s Time 

 

John 20:1-16  

 Now on the first day of the week Mary Magdalene came to the tomb early, while it was 

still dark, and saw that the stone had been taken away from the tomb. 2 So she ran and 

went to Simon Peter and the other disciple, the one whom Jesus loved, and said to 

them, “They have taken the Lord out of the tomb, and we do not know where they have 

laid him.”  

3 So Peter went out with the other disciple, and they were going toward the tomb. 4 Both 

of them were running together, but the other disciple outran Peter and reached the 

tomb first. 5 And stooping to look in, he saw the linen cloths lying there, but he did not 

go in. 6 Then Simon Peter came, following him, and went into the tomb. He saw the linen 

cloths lying there, 7 and the face cloth, which had been on Jesus' head, not lying with the 

linen cloths but folded up in a place by itself. 8 Then the other disciple, who had reached 

the tomb first, also went in, and he saw and believed; 9 for as yet they did not 

understand the Scripture, that he must rise from the dead. 10 Then the disciples went 

back to their homes. 

11 But Mary stood weeping outside the tomb, and as she wept she stooped to look into 

the tomb. 12 And she saw two angels in white, sitting where the body of Jesus had lain, 

one at the head and one at the feet. 13 They said to her, “Woman, why are you 

weeping?” She said to them, “They have taken away my Lord, and I do not know where 

they have laid him.” 14 Having said this, she turned around and saw Jesus standing, but 

she did not know that it was Jesus. 15 Jesus said to her, “Woman, why are you 

weeping? Whom are you seeking?” Supposing him to be the gardener, she said to him, 

“Sir, if you have carried him away, tell me where you have laid him, and I will take him 

away.” 16 Jesus said to her, “Mary.” She turned and said to him in Aramaic] “Rabboni!” 

(which means Teacher).  

 

HWB #273 Low in the grave he lay 

 



 



John 20:17-20  

Jesus said to Mary, “Do not cling to me, for I have not yet ascended to the Father; but go 

to my brothers and say to them, ‘I am ascending to my Father and your Father, to my 

God and your God.’” 18 Mary Magdalene went and announced to the disciples, “I have 

seen the Lord”—and that he had said these things to her. 

19 On the evening of that day, the first day of the week, the doors being locked where 

the disciples were for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said to 

them, “Peace be with you.” 20 When he had said this, he showed them his hands and his 

side. Then the disciples were glad when they saw the Lord.  

Offering/Offertory 

Sharing of Joys and Concerns/Prayer of the Church 

Jeremiah 31:1-6  

 “At that time, declares the LORD, I will be the God of all the clans of Israel, and they shall 

be my people.” 

2 Thus says the LORD: 

“The people who survived the sword 

    found grace in the wilderness; 

when Israel sought for rest, 
3     the LORD appeared to him from far away. 

I have loved you with an everlasting love; 

    therefore I have continued my faithfulness to you. 
4 Again I will build you, and you shall be built, 

    O virgin Israel! 

Again you shall adorn yourself with tambourines 

    and shall go forth in the dance of the merrymakers. 
5 Again you shall plant vineyards 

    on the mountains of Samaria; 

the planters shall plant 

    and shall enjoy the fruit. 
6 For there shall be a day when watchmen will call 

    in the hill country of Ephraim: 

‘Arise, and let us go up to Zion, 

    to the LORD our God.’” 



HWB #285 All hail the power of Jesus’ name 

 



 

Sermon:   

“Don’t Explain It – Proclaim It!” John 20:1-18 by Patty Friesen (Easter Sunday, April 12/20) 

Adapted from Jim Friedrich (CC April 10/20) 

 

 The resurrection in John’s Gospel begins with a quiet stillness.  In the first 10 verses 

there are no angels or triumphal proclamations.  There is only Mary Magdalene coming to the 

tomb while it was still dark and seeing that the stone had been removed from the tomb, thinks 

someone has stolen Jesus’ body.   She runs back to tell Peter and the disciple whom Jesus 

loved, which is how John who wrote the Gospel of John, always refers to himself - as the 

disciple whom Jesus loved!   

 Peter and John run to the tomb and John beats Peter there and bends down to look in 

and sees the body wrappings but does not go in.  Then Simon Peter goes right into the tomb, 

sees the body wrappings lying there and head wrapping not lying with the body wrappings but 

rolled up in a place by itself.  These precise details around the wrappings raise questions about 

a theft because would thieves take such care to unwrap the body and fold the head cloth?  We 

think not.  Then John went in also and saw and believed and they returned to their homes.   

 “But Mary stayed and stood weeping outside the tomb and as she wept she bent over to 

look into the tomb and she saw two angels in white sitting where the body of Jesus had been, 

one at the head and one at the foot.  They said, “Woman, why are you weeping?”  She tells 

them, “They have taken away my Lord and I do not know where they have laid him.”  Then she 

turns around and sees Jesus but doesn’t know it is him.   He says to her, “Woman, why are you 

weeping?”  This makes the fourth reference to Mary’s weeping.  We discussed at our 

Wednesday Bible Study why men are always asking women why they are weeping.  Mary’s 

weeping here makes a theological point from the psalms that “You have turned my weeping 

into dancing, my mourning into joy.”   

 Like the Samaritan woman at the well,  Mary doesn’t know to whom she is speaking.  

Assuming it is the gardener, she respectfully asks where he has taken away the body so she 

can take it away.  She has gone from the shock of someone else taking away the dead body to 

asserting that she herself will now take it away and take care of it.  But the dead body actually 

lives and Jesus calls her by name, “Mary” and she recognizes his voice.  My sheep know my 

voice.  “Teacher,” she says.  Jesus says, “Do not touch me or do not hold onto me.”  This is the 

first example we have of social distancing!  Jesus wants Mary to keep social distance because 

the process of resurrection is not finished yet.  It is as if his physical body is still fresh and 

vulnerable as a newborn.  Jesus needs to be united with God for the resurrection to be 

complete.  And then he seems to come and go at will and tells doubting Thomas to touch him. 



 Jesus tells Mary, go to my brothers and say to them I am ascending to my Abba and your 

Abba, my God and your God.  Through Jesus’ ascension, the believing community now knows 

God as Jesus knows God.  Jesus has opened up the possibility of new and full relationship with 

God.  (New Interpreters) 

 In Jerusalem, next to the Garden of Gethsemane is the Church of All Nations where 

there is a sign in the entrance warning every visitor:  NO EXPLANATIONS INSIDE THE CHURCH.  

This was intended to discourage talkative tour guides from disturbing the church’s prayerful 

ambience with shouted lectures, but it has always struck me as very good advice for preachers 

on Easter Sunday.  Easter is about proclamation not explanations inside the church.   

 There is nothing wrong with addressing people’s doubts, or wondering what facts might 

like behind what Anglican Archbishop Rowan Williams calls the “painfully untidy stories” of the 

Easter narratives.  But that is work for another day.  Easter Sunday is for proclamation, not 

explanation.  It is a time to meet the One who changes everything. 

 The central question of Easter is not “What happened to Jesus way back then?” but 

rather “Where is Jesus now?”  How is Jesus being revealed to us in an ongoing presence these 

days.  Easter becomes not a matter of our questioning the resurrection but of allowing the 

resurrection to question us.  Who are we now, and what must we become, in the light of the 

risen Christ?  The love that God and Jesus have for each other was opened up by Jesus’ death 

and resurrection to include the believing community. This opening inclusion is the ultimate “So 

what?” of Easter. Jesus’ death and resurrection and revelation of his and God’s love, are 

ultimately about us. (New Interpreters) 

 Preaching on Easter Sunday, I don’t want to convince so much as to invite - to invite our 

streaming crowd to embrace the Easter experience and consent to its transformative effects.  

In order to connect the ripeness of Jesus with the ripeness of us and all creation, there are two 

fundamental themes:  #1 Easter is now!  And #2, resurrection has consequences! 

 #1 - Easter is now!  Since it only occurs once a year, Easter Sunday is sometimes 

mistaken for a commemorative anniversary of a past event in history. In fact, the earliest 

churches treated Easter as the subject of every worship service every Sunday.  The 

establishment of an annual observance of Easter Day was a later development.  We need 

Easter every Sunday more now than ever and thankfully the church has established a whole 

season of Easter for 50 days from today until Pentecost the end of May.  So we will proclaim 

Easter and resurrection in our bi-weekly worship gatherings on Sunday throughout these 

tomb-like days.  

 The resurrection, although breaking into history on a specific temporal occasion, is not 

the property of the past.  God’s future is showing itself in our present.  Resurrection belongs to 

all times and all seasons.  Jesus is alive, still showing up as a transfiguring presence in a world 



fraught with absence; the absence of loved ones, the absence of control over our lives, the 

absence of confidence in our future.  In the midst of these absences is Jesus’ presence.  And 

may we feel that presence even more profoundly this Easter.  Jesus is not over, and his story is 

not over.  Easter isn’t something we remember.  It’s something we live and breathe every day, 

especially now.  

 #2 Resurrection has consequences.  The resurrection is more than an idea we talk about 

or believe.  It’s something we become, something we “prove” in the living of our faith stories.  

Rowan Williams describes it this way:  “the disciple’s life is a testimony to the risen-ness of 

Jesus: he or she demonstrates that Jesus is not dead by living a life in which Jesus is the never-

failing source of hope, challenge, enrichment and enlargement towards others.  We act like 

Jesus is the centre of our life.”   

 In Eastern Orthodox iconography of the resurrection, Jesus is never by himself.  He is 

always with a community.  He is always depicted taking the dead by the hand and pulling them 

out of their own tombs.  Christ’s hand snatching us from death is a vivd image, and George 

Herbert, a 17th century Anglican poet-priest, employs the image artfully in his poem, “Easter”:  

“Sing his praise without delay, who takes thee by the hand, that thou, likewise with him, mayst 

rise…” 

 We Anabaptists know about the hand of Jesus leading us in our deaths and into new life 

in our rich funeral hymn: So Nimm Denn Meine Hande, Take thou my hand, O Father #581 in 

the blue hymnal.  Verse 1: Take thou my hand, O Father and lead thou me, until my journey 

endeth eternally.  Alone I will not wander, one single day.  Be thou my true companion and 

with me stay.   Verse 3 though naught of thy great power may move my soul, with thee 

through night and darkness, I reach the goal.  Take, then, my hand, O Father and lead thou me, 

until my journey endeth eternally. 

 Resurrection is about the hand grasping healing and restoration of wounded and 

severed relationships between ourselves, between ourselves and God, and ultimately among 

all the elements of creation.  An Orthodox theologian puts the case in the widest possible 

terms:  The Resurrection is not the mere resuscitation of a body; it is the beginning of the 

transfiguration of the world.   

  It is not lost on me that Holy Week of 2020 is the week the scientists and experts said 

may be our hardest week of this pandemic, perhaps the darkest days we have seen for 

generations. I've grown wary of asking with any sense of entitlement for the theatrical miracle, 

the poignant Easter resurrection you think will show the world Whose really in control. I've 

learned to look for the understated signs and wonders. (I’ve learned to look for the quiet 

stillness before dawn.). The guy you thought was a graveyard gardener may be the resurrected 

Christ Himself. I've learned to listen to the rumours of women who swore they saw angels. I've 



learned Christ cooks fish for you on the shore after all seems lost. Resurrection hope persists 

after expectations have been devastated. Hope is a calling. It is a way of life. It's a way of 

being. (From Amanda Held Opelt, the sister of Rachel Held Evans who died Holy Week 2019) 

 In our Easter service this morning, we hope we will be empowered and fed by spending 

time with a virtual community resurrected with the Spirit.  We are the evidence of the 

resurrection.  May the whole world one day see and know a church that has been shocked by 

the resurrection and has never recovered!  Let us pray:   

Lord Jesus Christ, we greet you. 

The cross has not defeated you, the grave has not kept you silent. 

At the first dew of the morning you met Mary, and called her by name. 

 

Meet us as you met Mary, with gentleness and resolution.  Speak our names quietly in our 

hearts, that we may proclaim your name boldly on our lips.  Amen. 

 

Sung Benediction: HWB #580 My life flows on 



 



Spoken Benediction: Risen Christ, when fear and doubt seem all that’s left, tell us again the 

stories of faith. Touch us with your promised presence, and set our minds at peace. Amen. 

Postlude 

 

 

 

Announcements: 

Thank you to the OMC Easter Bunnies who donated (Lyle and Linda) and delivered (Nora and 

Patty) Easter art supplies to our children. How thoughtful and kind! 

There will be no livestream worship service from OMC next Sunday, April 19. Please watch 

our Facebook page for links to services provided by other churches and MC Canada groups. 

Patty is on holidays beginning April 19 and won’t receive your phone or email messages until 

April 26. Please call or text Nora for pastoral care and support during this time.  

We look forward to another OMC church service on Sunday, April 26, with Julie Bergen 

preaching.  

Weds. April 15, 1:00 Zoom Bible Study on Acts 2:22-32, Psalm 16, John 20:19-31 and 1 Peter 

1:3-9. This study has quickly become a good time to visit, think about the scripture passages 

for the week, and just be with each other for awhile. Please let George know at 

gljanzen@sasktel.net or 306-239-4768 if you’d like to join in. 

 

OMC is preparing for the future! Many thanks to those who are making cloth face masks while 

they wait at home. If you are willing to sew cloth masks please let Patty or Nora know. A link 

that contains a pattern is in the announcements on the OMC webpage. 

mailto:gljanzen@sasktel.net


 

 


